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or signal given, according to the rule of the house, for the performance
of any duty made him run that moment to discharge, with the utmost
exactness, whatever was enjoined.   Being recalled home some time after,
and commanded by his abbot, with the unanimous consent of the hermitage,
to take upon him the government of the desert after his death, Peter's
extreme reluctance only obliged his superior to make greater use of his
authority till he acquiesced.    Wherefore, at his decease, in 1041, Peter
took upon him the direction of that holy family, which he governed with
the greatest reputation for wisdom and sanctity.    He also founded five
other numerous hermitages; in which he placed priors under his inspection.
His principal care was to cherish in his disciples the spirit of solitude,
charity, and humility.    Among them many became great lights of the
church.   He was for twelve years much employed in the service of the
church by many zealous bishops, and by four popes successively, namely,
Gregory VI,  Clement  II,  Leo  IX,  and Victor II.   Their successor,
Stephen IX, in 1057, prevailed with him to quit his desert, and made him
Cardinal-bishop of Ostia.   But such was his reluctance to the dignity
that nothing less than the pope's threatening him with excommunica-
tion, and his commands, in virtue of obedience,  could induce Peter
to submit.

Stephen IX dying in 1058, Nicholas II was chosen pope, a man of
deep penetration, of great virtue and learning, and very liberal b alms,
as our saint testifies, who assisted him in obliging John, Bishop of Veletri,
an anti-pope, set up by the capitaneos or magistrates of Rome, to quit
his usurped dignity. Upon complaints of simony in the church of Milan,
Nicholas II sent Peter thither as his legate, who chastised the guilty.
Nicholas II dying, after having sat two years and six months, Alexander
was chosen pope, in 1602. Peter strenuously supported him against the
emperor, who set up an anti-pope, Cadolaus, Bishop of Parma, on whom
the saint prevailed soon after to renounce his pretensions in a council
held at Rome; and engaged Henry IV, King of Germany, who was
afterwards emperor, to acquiesce in what had been done, though that
prince, who in his infancy had succeeded his pious father Henry III,
had sucked in very early the corrupt maxims of tyranny and irreligioa.
But virtue is amiable in the eyes of its very enemies, and often disaras
them of their fury. St Peter had, with great importunity, solicited Nicholas
U for leave to resign his bishopric, and return to his solitude; but could
aot obtain it. His successor, Alexander II, out of affection for the holy
ffltt, was prevailed upon to allow it, in 1062, but not without great diffi-
culty, and the reserve of a power to employ him in church matters erf
importance as he might have occasion hereafter for his assistance. The
stint firtsm that time thought himself discharged, not only from the burden
of his flock, but also from the quality of superior, with regard to tht